Second-passage renal interstitial fibroblasts detected for α-SMA, fibronectin and vimentin mRNA levels by real-time RT-PCR, calculated as ratio to β-actin mRNA.
Six biological replicates were used for these studies per experiment. Values are mean ± SEM of six determinations per group. *: P < 0.05 compared with WT group; #: P < 0.05, ##: P < 0.01 compared with Bmi-1 -/-group. 
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